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AWARIS: Archives of Women
Artists, Research and Exhibitions
launches a new photography
programme in Japan

In June 2024, AWARE introduced a new Japanese-language section on its
website, extending its mission of amplifying women artists’ voices to a wider
international public. The addition not only reflects the association’s growing
activities and global reach but also responds to a deepening cultural dialogue
through academic and educational content. Since the launch, visits from Japan
have surged, moving the country from eighteenth to fourth place among AWARE'’s
online audiences in only one year. On October 2025, AWARE broadens the
scope of its content, opening the platform to women architects such as Nobuko
Tsuchiura and Kazuyo Sejima, internationalising the profiles available in
Japanese through the Stars programme, and adding an in-depth focus on women
photographers through Traces of the Future: Women Photographers from Japan.
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Main page of AWARI's Japanese section © AWARI: Archives of Women Artists, Research and Exhibitions



Over the last II years, the website of AWARIS: Archives of Women Artists,
Research & Exhibitions has become a one-of-a-kind resource, with [ 400 artist
biographies, texts written by over 50() researchers, curators, and art historians
from all over the world, and over 150,000 visits per month. The chronological
and geographical scope of the website, as well as the diversity of its content and
multimedia offerings, make it a tool for professionals and the general public
alike. To widely disseminate research on women artists and gender studies,
AWARE also organises symposiums, round tables, and seminars locally at the
Villa Vassilieff or in partnership with institutions, universities, museums, and
other independent structures internationally.
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Japanese film and video artist.

Mako Idemitsu is a pioneer of Japanese
feminist art and visual expression. She studied
in New York following her graduation from
Waseda University in 1962, in order to escape
the control of her father, the founder of the
Idemitsu Kosan Co., Ltd. In 1965 she married
the painter Sam Francis (1924-1994), moving
to California and subsequently having two
sons. However, due to the stress of being the
wife of a famous painter, and the sense of
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v Women's status

Y man bod isolation she felt as an Asian woman in
5?5::;5.,m American society, she began to feel that if she
Vi continued to do nothing, she would go utterly
AR mad. Thus, she purchased an 8 mm film

Vansee camera and began teaching herself to create
Vi rentry video art. In 1970 she joined a consciousness-
Véstetury raising group tied to the then-flourishing
PUBLICATIONS + ‘Women’s Liberation Movement. With the
EXHIBITIONS + encouragement of the groups’ members, she

began using a more professional 16 mm
camera.

READ MORE

Mako Idemitsui biography on AWARE'’s website © AWARI: Archives of Women Artists, Research and Exhibitions

The Japanese-language section offers a dedicated portal into the work of
Japanese women artists, opening pathways of discovery for audiences both
within Japan and beyond. Rooted in years of research and exchange with
local scholars, curators, and institutions, this initiative builds on a series
of collaborative programmes, namely Women Artists in Japan: 19th-2Ist
Century, TEAM: Teaching, E-learning, Agency, Mentoring, and Living
with Two Brains: Women in New Media Art, 1960s-1990s. Thanks to these
programmes, the platform underscores the presence of Japanese women
artists across movements and generations, including diverse profiles such
as Nihonga painter Tamako Kataoka, video art pioneer Mako Idemitsu, and
contemporary artist Rei Naito. Complementing short biographical texts,
research articles situate their practices within broader artistic currents,
societal transformations, and feminist thought, offering deeper insight into
their careers and contributions.

[Focus on photography

New research programme: Traces of the Future ": Japanese women
in photography changing the perspectives of their time

AWARE has launched a new research programme devoted to expanding the
study and visibility of Japanese women photographers. Conceived in close
dialogue with an advisory committee, the initiative explores their practices
within broader historical contexts and contemporary discussions. The texts
have been commissioned from curators who are actively engaged in art and
photography today.

L Traces of the Future comes from the title of the exhibition by Miyako Ishiuchi, the first woman photographer to be exhibited at
the Japan Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, organized by curator Michiko Kasahara, who has long been a pioneer in building the
context for Japanese women photographers.



The programme starts with the publication of biographies of pioneering
photographers such as Ryi Shima, Toyoko Tokiwa, and Tokuko Ushioda, as well
as leading contemporary voices including Sakiko Nomura and Tomoko Yoneda,
alongside an interview with Kunié Sugiura. They will provide an in-depth look at
women’s contributions to photography in Japan, tracing a lineage from the period
of Japan’s modernization and the postwar era to the present day. The selection of
photographers reflects the historical significance of their achievements, as well
as the diversity of generations, subjects, and artistic approaches that have shaped
the field. The programme also aims to diversify narratives and perspectives in
Japanese culture and art.

This initiative is supported by Marukawa Collection.

Advisory committee:
Michiko Kasahara, Director of the Nagano Prefectural Art Museum
Mariko Takeuchi, Professor at Kyoto University of the Arts

Organisation of a round table at the T'3 Photo Asia Festival: Traces
of the Future: Women Photographers from Japan and Korea

changing the perspectives of their time

This panel at the T3 photo fair and festival, organised by AWARL, will highlight
the active role of women in photography in Korea and Japan from the 1960s,
focusing on the practices of the pioneering artists Ishiuchi Miyako - present at
the event - and Park Young-sook, whose work will be presented by art historian
Kim Hong-hee.

Both artists engage with women’s lives: Park Youngsook (b. 1941), through
portrait photography that challenges traditional gender roles as well as power
structures surrounding women’s bodies and identities, and Ishiuchi Miyako (b.
1947), through the highlighting of scenes, body parts, clothing, and personal
objects that carry memories and explore the traces of human existence. The
panel will also open discussion on their roles in collective initiatives such as the
self-published magazine Main photo magazine (1996-2000) and the Sookmihoe
Club (I961-), which allowed women to articulate their own narratives, challenge
gendered expectations, and open new spaces within the photographic community
and the broader art world. Building on transnational dialogue, the panel will shed
light on the evolving landscape and gender-specific conditions of photographic
practice in Korea and Japan from the 1960s to the present.

Miyako Ishiuchi
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Japanese photographer.

Miyako Ishiuchi grew up in Yokosuka, in a threatening
environment, close to the largest United States Navy base in
Japan; she left the city as soon as she could. She began
working as a photographer at the end of the Vietnam War
(1955-1975). Returning to Yokosuka she started to confront
her past, making this her main subject. Three books were
consecutively published with Shashin Tsushin-sha editions.
The first, Apartment (1978) - snapshots of a small room in an
old apartment similar to the one M. Ishiuchi grew up in -
won the Kimura Thei Award in 1979; she was the first woman
to win this prize. The other two, Yokosuka Story (1979) and
Endless Night (1981), documented the city’s brothels and bars.
In 1990 M. Ishiuchi published 7 * 9 - 7 - 4 (IPC), a collection
of close-up shots she made of the hands and legs of women
born the same year as her. Her subsequent series, Scars
(Sokyusha, 2005), focused on marks on the human body. At
the end of the decade she started working with her mother’s
belongings and ageing, scarred body. Each item in Mother’s is
carefully captured one by one from a frontal perspective.
Because of a long-running feud, she had always refused to let
M. Ishiuchi take her picture but she agreed just before her
death after a short illness. Mother’s was presented in the
Japanese Pavilion at the Venice Biennale in 2005. For the
artist, this work was a way to confront the loss and
understand her mother. It also reflects the significant
changes Japanese women experienced during the post-war
era.
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A biography produced as part of the “Women Artists in Japan: 19t - 215! century” programme
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Miyako Ishiuchi biography on AWARE’s website © AWARE: Archives of Women Artists, Research and Exhibitions


https://awarewomenartists.com/en/artiste/miyako-ishiuchi/

The panel will be preceded by a presentation of AWARI's mission, its research
programs—including Women Artists in Japan: I9th - 2Ist century and Traces
of the future: Japanese Women Photographers from Japan—as well as its
digital tools, which are designed to provide reliable, high-quality information
to anyone interested in the arts, including professionals such as curators,
researchers, and educators, for use in the development of their own projects.

Practical information
Sunday, October 12,2025, from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

T3 Photo Fair and Festival
Kyobashi 3-6-6, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan

with two brains Aninternational sympe

WOMEN IN Al
AND

NEW MEDIA AR

Venue
n Tower
n lL\) 1574202«

ER N

)
\

International Symposium “Living with Two Brains: Women in Al and New Media Art” Day I on February 15,
2025 (MACHINE LOVE: Video Game, AI and Contemporary Art, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, 2025), co-orga-
nised by AWARE: Archives of Women Artists, Research and Exhibitions and the Mori Art Museum

Photo: Tayama Tatsuyuki / Photo courtesy: Mori Art Museum, Tokyo

”Stars” programme - Internationalising the AWARI Japan website

Since its founding, AWARK has published a wide range of artist biographies in
English and French. A selection of these texts will be translated and, beginning
on October 15, 2025, released in Japanese, offering Japanese audiences a
richer educational and research resource. The series features a diverse range of
women and non-binary artists, from historically significant pioneers to leading
voices in contemporary art, including Lois Mailou Jones, Judy Chicago, Sophie
Calle, Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, and Amanda Heng, among others.

The programme begins with the publication of the biography of Louise
Bourgeois, an influential figure in contemporary feminist art whose work
has long resonated with Japanese audiences through major exhibitions.
This editorial initiative reflects AWARI's mission to foreground voices whose
contributions remain under-recognized, yet are vital to the global narratives
of art history.


https://awarewomenartists.com/en/reseaux/artistes-femmes-au-japon-xixeme-xxieme-siecle/
https://t3photo.tokyo/festival-2025

Presentation of AWARIC

AWARE: Archives of Women Artists, Research & Exhibitions is a non-profit
organisation, co-founded by art historian Camille Morineau in 2014, which
works to make women artists visible by producing and publishing free, fully

bilingual (French/ English) content about their work on its website. In II years,

the AWARL website has become a unique online resource, aimed at professionals
in the art world as well as the general public. This resource currently features

over 1,400 richly illustrated biographical texts and has over 150,000 visits per

month.

AWAREis located in the Villa Vassilieffin the I5th arrondissement of Paris, where
the artist Marie Vassilieff had her studio in the 1910s. In this highly symbolic
space, reimagined by designer matali crasset, AWARIS has set up a research and
documentation centre entirely dedicated to women artists and feminist art. The

association also hosts residencies, events, meetings and workshops for schools.

AWARE in numbers

| website dedicated to women artists
of the I5th to the 2Ist century,

| library and research centre in
Paris, with over 3,800 books

2 podcast series: ”ZWomen House”,
“Great Women of Art”

3 languages on the website (French,
English and Japanese)

10 print publications of interviews
and conference proceedings

I5 AWARE Prize-winning artists
2() episodes of the animated series
31 themed guides aimed at all

audiences, especially secondary
school students and/or art lovers

Practical information

Website: https://awarewomenartists.com

AWARE Japanese website : https://awarewomenartists.com/en/aware_japan/
Social Media (Facebook, Instagram) @AwareWomenArt

Press contact

Agence Dezarts
Eloise Merle : +33 (0)6 12 81 03 92

05 artist biographies in Japanese in
September 2025

100 events - international conferences,
study days and round tables - organised
by AWARE since 2014 in partnership
with international museums and
universities

232 articles published in the Magazine
section of the AWARE website

500 contributors to AWARE
worldwide

1100 artist biographies

2,000 artists listed for publication
over the next few years

150,000 connections to the site on
average each month



